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Therewill be summer memories,
philosophical musings, and some
Christmas pursuits.
Thank-you to our contributors



L eona English

"| started gardening in 2020 in the midst of working from home due to
COVID. | was so happy to have my yard as a distraction when the
days turned into weeks and then months.

My garden rewarded me for all the attention, providing me with |lots of
flowers blooming at the same time, well into October.

The dahlias were my only disappointment, but | remind myself that
there is always next year. Til then!"
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During the summer when
we didn’t get to do all the
normal things, | did have
some garden visits from
Garden Club members.

| was delighted to have
Mary Mclnnis, Clare Smith
and Bonnie Gillis come to
visit my garden, plus a
number of other people
who dropped in on their
way to the river path near
White Rock. | loved every
visitor and, truth be told, |
lured in a few passersby just
to have a look.




Arrangementsfrom My Garden

A few yearsago, |
realized | had alot of
photos of flowersand
arrangements on my
computer, but there was
neither rhyme nor reason
tothem. A friend
suggested that | set them
up inafree FLICKR
account on Yahoo, so that
| could haveafree
stor age space and have
some order to my
collection.




| divided my photos
Into a number of
albumson Flickr,
with one of them
being summer flower
arrangements.

| often bringthe
flower vasesto
friendswhen | goto
visit or have a meal
with them. | liketo
decor ate them with
ribbon and to use
some food colouring
In the water.




L eona English
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| have made them in
pumpkins, china cups,
and frogs—you likely
have ideas of your own
(Martha Stewart has
some infor mation on frogs
here: (at thislink) Please
have alook at my
Arrangement Album at
the following link



https://www.marthastewart.com/271596/how-to-use-flower-frog
https://www.flickr.com/photos/87052212@N06/albums/72157647137201564

' sabelle ochas '
Garden Helper

Thlsyear asagarden helper I wasglven anew challenge Stemhart Dlstlllery has §
a 60 feet long flower bed that was neglected for someyears, and perennial native
plantslike Horsetail, vetch, sorrel and thelike were prosperous. In the previous
fall I dug the bed, leaving only thetall background perennials, and | madethe
suggestion that in order to keep ahead on weeding next season they could plant
“annualsin thefront-and in between the perennialsthat were left. ;
When spring arrived | was put in charge of doing so... If you happen to know me
from hiring me, you’ll feel my anxiety of receiving such atask... letsay I am a !
little self- depreC|at|veWhen it comesto gardenlng tasksthat require hortlculturaj
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Some of my people say that my intuitive horticultural talent provides
the same serviceand | should not be balked by my poor verbalizing
skill. Still, even if | know thisto betrueand | livealifethat isa witness
of that perception, | strugglewith it because my mind was and still is
shaped by the contemporary hypothesisthat only knowledge licensed
by an educational entity is a passport to professional definition.

Anyhow, what | do have, particularly in spring, isthetaste for
adventure, so | took the task with that hat on, and | went to Gray’s
Nursery. | want to expressmy gratitudeto Steve Gray. Heis a busy
person in spring and yet he has given histimeto help me out—and n
just on that project. Hisnursery and his generosity to share his
are a blessing to the community.



Theresulting planting
provided a very
colourful flower bed
well into mid October :
background with
cleome and cosmos
among well-established
Asiatic dayliliesand
phlox. In the middle,
Islands planting with
Blue Salvia, gazania,
calibrachoa, canna lily,
and the front, perhaps
a bit too “in line” (?)
Marigold, Alyssum,
and Ageratum.




wondering from that experience

{ Strong southern summer winds were too much for
cleome and cosmos, and we will haveto find
something sturdier for the background. Asfor the

§ front, | wonder what else could be done if we were

§ to do something different next season?
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Liz Leighton

This story has some gardening elementsin it.

Sometimestheinterests one has do not quite mesh. Mine, as| grow older and
we all grow moreisolated, have become gar dening and dogs. The dogs have
been part of my lifefor 50 years, and the gardening is something | have
always enjoyed but now have moretimeto work at.

When the two come together, sometimesthereismoreto do as aresult.

In late August, | got a call from the veterinary clinic in Antigonish; they had a
doggie who had been presented some time beforeto alocal " rescue" place,
but, probably because of hisage (11 - not really that old, especially asthat
would be my age, in doggie years), and " type" - advertised asa Rotti cross -
and elderly difficulties - arthritis was suspected - hewas not really " rescue"
material, and found himself at the vet'son a one-way trip.

One of the receptionists suggested, as an alternative, that they phoneLiz

Leighton. A short call resulted in my attendance and rescue of this four-legged
someone who had never been in a house before, had never gone for areal

walk, and was, apparently, very docile. | think perhapsthat latter description

had something to do with his consciousness of his perilous position. I



Spike, in the backyard

What hasthisto do with
gardening?

The backyard has/had
numerous beds of plants
which, when rolled on by a 90
pound fellow who now hastwo
walks a day, and isin the house
for most of therest of the day,
mooching snacks and table
scrapsand istherefore,
although still docile and sweset,
happy to do hislying down on
those flower beds. They are
now looking for a spring
removal to somewhere else -
outsidethefenced in yard
wherethat rolling and
snoozing takes plac




Therewill bework todo
come springtime.

Hereisapic of our other
elder dogs- Harley, a
pugglerescue from
1 Elder Dog Canada, and also
4 11, and Sam, probably
coming up to 14, who
simply arrived at the house
about 12 year s ago, and,
because hisowner was
found after many months
but was no longer
Interested, has stayed to be
the Head Dog of this pack.
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Cheersto all - in our isolation, plansfor spring and daily walki
(especially with such loving companions) to give usthe physical
carry out those plans are two waysto live happily in these wel
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ComeF uar (o} _
perennlalsthat need coverlng
yone hasa great Christmas




Thiswasmy first attempt at making a grapevine wreath.
We cut all thisyear'svine growth after the leaves wer e off. You then decide the size of
wreath you want. You pretty much start winding the vine around itself once you have
madetheinitial circletucking endsin hereand there, it issurprising how much vine
wasused. | did tiethefirst group with awire but you really don't need any wire at all
the twisting keeps everything together.




A You Tubevideo
ISa great guide on
how to makethis
and tipson how to
decorateit.

| just went ssimple
asit wasquitea
large wreath in the
end.

Note from Sharon:
If anyone would li
grapevine trimmi




We dug a little
sprucetree out roots
and all and havea
little bird treefor
the grandchildren.
My hopeisto
replant it in the
spring.




In my evergreen
wreath | used
euonymus,
barrenwort,
cedar, hemlock,
pine, fir and
even some
lavender and
Or egano.

Click link for inf

Note:



https://www.gardenista.com/garden-design-101/perennials/barrenwort-plants-ground-covers-growing-and-care-guide/

We should all
have a
Christmas
bouquet to
cheer us
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ThISWI|| wrap up the

Vol 3 Newsletter .
| would invite membersto submit some E’
Christmasrelated itemsin the next ﬁ
_Fa whileand | will compile another pre--
Christmasvolume. %
It would be great to see some of your
decor ativetouches, a favourite
Christmasrecipe(YUM!), anything that
will bring cheer to usin the dark days
of December.
_ “Doing this Newsletter brings me
— : cheer!”
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